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71* Colfcty 

Hill 





Dear Burk-4.11, 

Thank you for your letter of the 7th July, and 
for the kind congratulations of yourself and Mrs Burk^ill* 

I think I understand your position as outlined 
in your letter, and I can aaaure you that I am anything 


hut unsympathetic with your difficulties* But as far as 

I am aware there has been nothing in the way of a decision 

• ' 

to remove Botanical work to Kuala Lumpur, and the Committee 
will only report on the question of centralising the work 
generally. Whether the Committee will vote for Singapore 
or Kuala Lumpur, I am unable to say, and in any case it 
will only be a recommendation to Government, and not a 
decision by Government* So I don’t think you need have 


any hesitation in joining the Committee and setting 
out your views then, and I am sure that you will find 
both Cubitt and Haynes sympathetic. 

With kind regards to you and Mrs Burlu*ill form 

Lady Guillemard and myself, • 

Believe me. 


Yours sincerely* 






_ 



















Braemar. 7. July 


o/o Messrs Grindly & Co* 
54 Parliament Street, 
London, C.W.l* 


Dear Sir Laurence Guillemard, 


May I offer first our congratulations upon your G.C.M*(f», 
and then put before you my qm concern* 


% 


2. The cause of my writing is information sent to me by the 
Acting Director of Gardens, which, were I in Singapore would 
have made me seek an interview with you, and as I at a 
distance, snakes me take the alternative of asking if yovi will 
kindly receive this letter. My information is two-fold* 

Firstly there is an official letter to me as the Director of 1 
Gardens from the Colonial Secretary ending v 1 am to say thftt\ 
Government has no intention of discontinuing the botanical wo$$c 
carried on by your Department • secondly there is a file full 
of proposals relating to the Gardens,the CfU^^c* watch turns.; 

upon their control. In it the Hon. Mr. oe fthcWtCuan advocates 
putting them under the Director of the Raffles Museum, a 
Zoologist, with the assistance of a Gardener? and I'r.Haynes 
suggests the impossibility of such control; but the Colonial 
Secretary very strongly asserts agreement with. Mr » Lee ChoireiOu^ 
To me that the head of the Secretariat should volunteer the 


assurance quoted, at the time when he was most strongly urging 


In. 


hat I should call a distinct disc aitinuance of the work of 




my Department is only understandable as a misunderstanding of my\ 


\ 


work; and as he has never once during the whole of our 
contemporary service allowed me a discussion on general matters, 
neither on my seeking it at his office, nor by visiting himself 
any part of the Gardens with me, I am distinctly uneasy at, the 
wont of common ground upon which to stand - uneasy enough to 
take unon mvseXf the writing of this letter to you to request 
that if I am not to be trusted to indicate how Botany should be 
advanced in the Malay peninsula, advice may bo sought in 
Britain, 6 ,g» from Kew or the*Royal Society. 




3. How it has been proposed that Mr. Cubitt, Kr.Haynes and 
I should form a Committee to report upon the removal of the 
centre of botanical work to Kuala Lumpur. If x join in a 
report with these two recommending it, as the position or 
things is now, I walk straight into a trap: for a removal to 
Kuala Lumpur would be seized on to reccminend again the reducti.on 
of the Singapore Botanic Gardens, in spi^e of their world-wide 
reputation - to a park; and the Government is not going to be 
able to make good even in fifty years, at that new centra. 

You ill understand that I am bound to have misgivings as to 
the usd which will be made of our recommendations. with tnia 
feeling and seeing no clearly constructive goodwill, I do not mo 
how I am can sit upon the proposed Committee with the hop- of 
do^n^ good* But if you can do me the kindness on my return >o 
the traits of revealing the lions of Government good 

may come. 


4. You do not, I hope, think me without a clear programme for 
Botanic work. I have one contructeh. for long growth, like the 
growth Of ti; trees of the Gardens; but it may never ^ve got 
through the secretariat files to you. It is this. Mr* 4 v d l ey 
returned in 1912 possessing an unique knowledge oi ^©higher 
olarits of the Malay Peninsula, got by exploring it, and Rowing 
them during 25 years. He wished to write a lima, and -.»he 
Government wished for one. In aletter to Government (Mr.M-xwell 









being acini Colonial Secretary) I brought the two together, 

-and it was arranged that Mr•Ridley should in retirement 
write his Flora. I, his successor, am a botanist of the 
Higher plants, like him, but I am also an Economic botanist. 

I planned to write in retirement a dictionary of the Economic 
products of the Malay Peninsula, and chiefly though Mr •Cubitus 
advocacy this is being arranged. I arranged (Mr. lUlkinson 
being Colonial Secretary) that the Assistant Director, 
appointed in 1914, should be a botanist of the Lower pints. 

I urged for a man able to feucceed me, because the preparation 
for the work to be done on his retirement required his life¬ 
time, and Major Chiep was appointed, succeeded after the T1, ar 
by Mr. Holttum. This officer is intetidad to write a Flora 
of some part of the world of Lower pints when he comes to 
retirement. I planned that over the time of his Directorship, 
that is from the date of the 103s of my services to his, his 
Assistant Director should be a botanist of the ^Higher plants, 
in order that the Department might effectively cover the plant- 
Kingdom. As the retirement of the last may only come aboue 
1950 I *aav*iot> justified in planning work for that year though 
I can Y for3see work to be done. That was my programme for work 
and each scientific officer in the chain needs for his duo 
efficiency the moans of cultivaing plants* I think that it has 

been lost sight of* 

It is also lost to the sight of those who bring to bear 
no real interest in the advancement oi Science that the I’oal^work 
of the Botanic Gardens is behind the display of colour, and it 
Is also not clearly realised by the same that botanists are * 
pioneers e for agriculturists and others concerned wioh 
economic questions, but not their servants. 

5. Had my programme been understood, the commencement (in 
secret) of a rival collection of dried plants in the Kuala 
Lumpur Museum would not have been allowed, and r. 
ultimately appointed botanist there, would rather have been 
" anpointed to ray staff, so that we should have had one botanic 
front line, as we have one geologis, one agricultural, and^ a 
one forestry on the peninsula. Then again if these , ,j r ' A 

are to be kept of each other some administratibe and / « - 

wide!" sympathetic offic^might be charged with all of them, 
both Governments,or the opportunism of the present arrangement 

is bad# 

6* Iiifiislike intensely the necessity of writing this letter 
to you, but see no better course# My wife wisheo me to 
unite her kind regards with mine to you and to Lady Guillemard. 

I am. 

Sincerely yours, 

(SgdJ#N#Burkill* 



Sir Laurence Guillemard, G#G *h#G•, 
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Uo *23 in D.A.90o/22. 


Agriculturist’s Office, 

Kuala Lumpur, 22nd August,1923. 






To, 



*fith reference to this office correspondence 
D,A.906/22 and your correspondence B.G*305/22, on the 
subject of removal of plants from the economic gardens, 

Singapore, X have the honour to inform you that the 

* 

plants forwarded by you arrived at this office in 
good condition* 

2, X hav. tb thank you for the above. 


1 have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


V*' 

Agriculturist,3.3.& f.M.S 





The Ag:Director of Gardens, 

Botanic Gardens, 
Singapore. 
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Pia. 537/21. 


as-h/tgs . 


S' ltX i 

t f f 4 J j 




(General 10) 


O 

-v** 


jlc. (IV) in 906/1922 


Secretary for Agriculture 1 s office, 


hr-. 

.. . 




s.s. & f.m.s. 

Kuala . : .19 £3# 

~ : ; 3 * ^ . •*> , - J * --r* - - 
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\ 






, ^ 






Sir, 






■ V 


I-" * 


■ 

j - - Z: 




I have the honour to acknowledge" receipt 
of your letter No .305/^2 dated 2K>th April, 1923. 

with thanks.' Mr.Spring, the Agriculturist and Mr.B. 

”£? # ^ ~ m 

1 G : •••.•• . . ‘ ^ , 

Bunting, the Agriculturist, Government Ni an -tations, 
will both be glad to take a number of the plants 
mentioned in your list," They will write to you 
direct saying what they require- and to what place 
the plants should be consigned. 



. * ' )> ‘iT-Po _ 




V:':' '•/ 
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■:i- ■ -i 


I have the honour to *b.e, 

s ir, , ; - 

Xour obedient servant, 

- ^ & & 


i 





.HE. 


SJ..- 

JM * i 


' 






Ag:SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE, 
S.S. h. F.M.S, 


.' jv 






lie. Director of Gardens, 


' . / 
S i v H 


> / 


Singapore. 
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ITdegvapbic Hfc&vess 

*' I* 

Secretary, Singapore.” 

* 

It is requested that the following 
number be quoted in the reply to 
this letter. 





■ft). 3113/09 33 . 



Okilonial j&mtar^s #fre, 


l! .April., 792 


Sir, 


With reference to your correspondence No.305/22 regardin 
the future of the Economic Gardens, Singapore, I am directed to 
inform you that Government has decided to make no provision in 
the Colony for carrying on the work of these Gardens, which will 
gradually disappear as their site is encroached upon by building 
operations in connection with baffles College. 

2. This decision was reached after the matter had received 
prolonged consideration by Government and by the Honourable 

I 

Unofficial Members of the Legislative Council and after an assur¬ 
ance had been received fipm the Secretary for Agriculture that 
the functions of the Economic Gardens are being continued at 
Serdang, Kuala Lumpur and Kuala Kangsar. 


3 . I am to say that in view of paragraph 7 of your letter of 
7 th March, 1922 3 you should consult with the Secretary for 
culture as to the possibility of transferring to these establish¬ 


ments any plants at the Economic Gardens which will survive the 
process of transplantation, which from their nature are unsuitable 
for transfer to the Botanic Gardens, and of which the value is 
sufficient to justify the cost of removal# 

4 . I am to say that Government has no intention of 

discontinuing 


Bie Director of Gardens, 
Straits Sett!oments, 
SINGAPORE. 


,Bl 




















2 ~ 


• • 


"w 

discontinuing the botanic work carried on by your 

i ' ** ► 

Department, 

I have the honour to be, 

« * 

Sir, 



lour obedient servant. 


Colonial Secretary, 
Straits Settlements. 









5tk. Dec. 1^22, ' 

Kefersjbce to Vn ofti fcial ^emb ers of ao uggiI> 

Transfer of th# T*c. udno to a new site. Pleaee s ea minute of the 
aeo, for Agric, II.IJ.22, and letter from D. of (*. 2?.It.22, 


fhare Beems to be no alternative but to a candor the rcoromic 
side of the b.s. v*&rdns and trust to the jr.M.s. Dept of Agric. 
taking up the question of improvement of fnil t tre<*« as soon as its 
finances permit. I certainly think that it is a ratter for uovt. 
and that not tn adch car be expeated from private enterprise. 

As tb the abandonment of the office of Director of wardens 
*'Owever, i s v ou!d like to withdraw the last sentence of Tty minute 
of 32,P.22, I had overlooked the point referred to by Mr hfevnes in 
pa-’a TO of his minute of TI # TT.22. i understand t v e AgrJ c. Dept, 

W # I4.S. does net cover t v e nurely scientific side of 9otary and it 
ear never really pronerly do so. Directors of ^arde^s S.2. in t v p” 
past htp wen for Singapore a preeminent position in the 9ota"*oal 
world and in my view it would/be s^a^eful to surrender t v ir merely 
for the sal e of saving a sum of money Wj qV represents a vary smaU 
percentage of the total expenditure of t v e Colony. I agree to 
leaving the voo^^o ride to the Stiff.6, but urge that the scientific 
side should be maintained by the btraits. 1 trust dMeeisior as to 
the continuance of the ->ost of Director of u&rders after Mr Burkill 1 © 
retirement will not be taken without furt v er r~foresee to Mr official 
Members. "M.K. II. 12.22. 

I am averse to any change from t v -e predent system, Our hardens nrM 
the men who made them are ore of the few things of which we may 
be justly proud. The amount which this (rovt. spends on science, 
compared with neighbouring uovts who can less afford, it, is shame¬ 
fully sinaio. Mr Coon Guards re command a ti o n is rank vandalism and jtt 
is pitiful to see the way in which a drab commercialism is being 
permitted to overcast everythin g. The ir.a.S. require their own 
Director of Agric. ana we require our own d, of G, ana if their 
lines of research should overlap, there is no harm in competition. 

Economic uard eng. i do not think it is possible to select 
e more unsiutaole or more inaccessible site for the college and 
future UniV:-rsi ty than these. If it is our intention to produce 
cloistered monks let me suggest Hulcit Tahan. but if we wart to keep 
pace with the times and. to tur~ out men w v o car earn a living the 
rosition of a twentieth century university should be in the heart 
of arcdfcx the town or as it r-s no^si b&e. I do not hesitate to 

sey that a college built (?n t v e site of the ^COnoTTic tiarden© will 
in ten years t^me be a wM te elenhant. 

D.«J. Mali ©way I". 12.22, 

T have rotting further to add. I consider t v at ^e should gradually 
a collar the ^c.Gdms as previously suggested bv Mr Lee Choon Guar. 

C.n 13.12.22. 

The sciertitle side of notary should i think certainly be continue 
dit it seems to m that one j/i rector for the b'.M.S. am the Co lory 
should be sufficient. V.G. 14.12.22. 












My viewc amain uncharged rotwlthetarding jjt Galloway's extra- 
ordimiy burst, which a ppcars to to "bo based or? a lack of 
understating of the views expressed, sure Imagination and tin- 
reasoning sentiment. 

I did not choose tMs site for the college, That vr s decided long 
ago and do«s not arise in this Inference, 

I have endeavoured to discover any germs of commercialism drab or 
otherwise in the previous minutes and lav© failed to do so and ecfn 
elude it must oe a case of imagination. 

To keep n something merely because r/e are proua or it wi bout con¬ 
sidering what oenefit will accrue from continuing it is sherr Sen¬ 
timent or vanity. The Economic <*ardent must go. The question then 
arises what we should do. x.do not advocate that the Govt. should 
drop this -uep t. The suggestion is to comoinr the Voonoaic pert oft 
it with the Agric. Dept of the jr.flqB. , this trovt contributing thetr 
share of pm end itu re. if the combined dent does good work, i for 
one have no r, frl' f '*is v objection* to "ing rry pride in its work with 
the States, i am strongly against' any ©veriannirg of "**ork by two 
Hi rectors. If ther^ is fcnrrww any sense in the suggestion t v £t there 
would v arm It their activities ovarian, we na Tr as well have one 
director tor eac* settlement. There would ■'-hen certainly be more 
competition, 

^he Director of ruseum is quit* competent to take charge of t v e 
botanic Gardens, especially if Ye is aided by an able man from 
Kew es suggested by the C,S, 

lee dhoor Guan T9.12.22. 

• do not consider it wise to entirely dissociate the economic side 
from the scientific aid*, and am there-ore of opinion t v at t>e 
.Agric. .uent(Economic and bcientific) for the wbolA Peninsula 
should be centred in the K M, B. t leaving competent trier to super¬ 
vise the gardens of the various Settlements. 

j.Mitchell. 27. 19 . 22 . 

1 should be v«xy scriy to see the Gardens disappear from Singapore; 
but it appears to have been decided that the Rai fI gs Allege must 
be ouilt on his site, and all are agreed that both College and 
Gardens cannot KH^nyr occupy the site. 

1 would perfer that the question of *>e site for the collage he 
reconsidered. . 

if that cannot be then the Gardens will gradually disappear from 
oingapore. x think bothethe scientific and commercial aspects 
of the director's work should oe continued, and that in conjunction 
with the jt.m.s. W. h.Thorne 12. 29,. 

• 

To s$r mind t v e ''orders of the CSolony ard t v e Agric. Dent. 

K.Af, S. fill two definite s?n v er*s and i would like to s«e both 
maintained # The k. M.8£ jient is the more inpont&nt commercially 
and to it Should be confined all commercial problems in connection 
with Agriculture, frtiit* growing etc whies* p v ouI d be s-Tidied and 
tested from both t v e practical and scientific points o* vl©w # 

T^e reason why t v r iraparfremert of frui ts has made no headway in 
this country is that the question has never* seriously been tackled 
Start* have been made, but t^er >pq be*n no clear definition of 
policy, and no continuation o:t any intended -nolicy. I thirjc that 
t>ig 9>oulu be remedied. The Gardens Dept on the othnr hard should 
devote itself tc the stud-*' of the flora or the Peninsula, t>e 
exchange of plants with similar institutions, the introduction rtfs 
erotics, and horticulture genem*lly. «j , j . Campbell 








© 


T6 *>a^ 19 23 

Kgfe r eroe to ur. cffi ci a 1 .members of iqu r oi 1 . 

^losing of the Economic uarder at Hingapore. '-laa.se see sec. for 
^grieultura* s minute of II.I&53. 

been, i am quite satisfied so long as there in no intention to do 
away with the position of d. of wardens, Singapore or cease to fill 
it with a highly qualified, scientific botanist* 

W.JUK. 16.I.23 

* 

Seen. flB am still firmly convinced that a highly qualified officer 


m 


lihe ^ajor x*oulton should be Able to become the director of 
■Raffles A»uspum and the botanic hardens with a good man from Few as 
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0W8U.Tl?r« i® U% A,s. U/& -r, *s kibott OF ”HF 

. HJihir l.,„ .w- r, : -. 


Sir, 


T JvY* flOlWlT to thp 

• • 

ft o 4 * To, n £I3/&£ offkinff i I hnYo nity 

' 

o&wmwti* to ?nrik^ i ww* Jfoyi**** 3h»»t»^ roiwmiH or t*d th*?#*- 

uwt*»r # 


8. I hr Y* »«**. I ft» o >^gnd to giv* up 

th* «clvo<rioy of* th^ plantrtiott r*f*t**& to no with th* 

•** 

pausing of tliio y#f*r*o budget it la apuo#3*d out of th*» 

pnwiouely po* i Ji.> toy th*» approach «r ny r*tisrn»ontj unl#»» 

(tfh eh. I do not think you nr# pn»pnr«cl to do) you t k> 

itaoifttiftt* f;t«**»i. to ooottyo fo* Vm iSaniono tho oorvio<» of an 

ooonokitlc botanist ao <^y ouocooko? of trooiCi.l. import «»>o» i 

vh+rv 

ao1* to *ft«rt jr^OTX-^ 3 3# v* off. 

t 

3. Ey Bioar*' o^tng ny petition doo« not fiuwn 

thr>t T aff?*** rlt!» th» nolle? of a? d»pprt«*w't Bbetr’orin# 

• i t «•• '<* •** g 

YOTk «*>o» olnwt IraproYniiwtF of ** b#nr!nf% I 

**05?t $0 rot n#for J tVnt thor* 

4 ‘ I 

oro**d*fl no th<*y ny* nly*#*dy ( a«M> th# r**o~t of th* 

1 )7t dU/ / 

Comal it*# ap?u»int*d uw2or # 6/?o) 2*#£ d * trri ok> 

'■ 

* -- " 

irt© » roe tom < tion grorito ?h<*ort ih*y r© low^r Hi*rv * by 

.* -.r -' 

^ '4 ' 

dlBtri outiwg plnw * it *&d«u publi 0 t>am Gtng^por* 1 * '/> 








% 


Thi*n wh*n that hapn**ns such thnt haa hm&n d©nn to 
exotics irto th<»r<! will to* thrown nwny. 
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X hav* th* honour to b** t 
Sir, 


Your obedient Servant, 

c yfofu. u< 


IU rector of Gprdrf-iu? 


' 




































Jt i» requested that the following 
number be quoted in the reply to this 
letter. 



NO .2113/19 32 


Sir, 


With reference to your correspondence No . 305/13 


on the subject of the transfer of the Economic G irdens to a 
new site, I arn directed to forward herewith, for the favour 
of your comments, extracts from a minute by Mr. A. S. Haynes 
Acting Secretary for Agriculture, Straits Settlement s and 

* -k 

Federated Malay States, 


I have the honour to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant 



0 


Co 1 o n ie 1 S° cret a r y, 
Straits Settlements 


The Director of Gardens 


Straits Settlements 


SINGAPORE. 
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Copy of a minute by the Secretary for Agriculture, S.S.& F.M.s. 
dated llth November, 19 22, on C.S.O. Piper No. 1115/ 


Economic products are being tested on a commercial scale 
by growing them at the large scale experimental plantation at 
Serdang in Selangor (started about 2 years ago). 

But from, this plantation are excluded rubber, ooconuts 
and fruit trees (and of course rice). 

2. The work at the plantation can be considered as of use 
for the whole of British Malaya. 

3. One may therefore say that the question under considera¬ 
tion in this paper is one of growing fruit trees and improving 
them • Mr. Burkill’s minute of 31st May, 19 22, confirms t his. 

4. This Department had t yd plantations for this purpose, 

one at Batu Tiga and one near Kuala Pilah* they have just been 
dosed down as they failed through lack of a clearly defined 
aim and of continuous supervision of a high order. 

5. But we have nurseries of fruit trees at Kuala Kang ear- and 
Kuala Lumpur, and supply to the public from there. 

G. Where such work is undertaken it is undoubtedly a great 

advantage to have it near the other work of the scientific 

officers oi this Department, and in a central position. 

But I do not fed I can advise the Government in the 

Federated Malay States to extend its present activities under 

existing conditions: it is not the time to ask for additional 

money to open up additional plantations or gardens for growing 
fruit trees. 

3. And, with all respect to the deep interest and enthusiasm 
SheW1 by Mr * Burkili in the wort: of his Department, I doubt 
whether the Colonial Government would be well advised either 
to spend money on opening new gardens for such purposes. 

'* The W ° rk for Britisto Malaya generally which is being done 


at 















at Serdang must be borne in mind (paragraphs 1 and 2 above); 
and as regards fruit trees I think something must be left to 
private enterprise, advised by Mr. Rurkill's Department and 
the Department of Agriculture. This is not as hopeless as 
it may sound; facts have recently come to my notice which 
shew that private enterprise is at this moment accomplishing 
more than I personally have ever known the Government, with 
its fruit plantations, to have accomplished. I have in mind 
particularly a Chinese in Singapore and a Eurasian near 
Ttduk Anson; ana there are others attempting things and even 
importing fruit trees from India and Java. Such persons 
can be helped, and indeed are being helped, by officers of 
this Department. 


x 


x 


X 


X 


(Sgd). A. s. Haynes. 
11 / 11 / 22 . 
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Date Hth September 1922 



No. of paper 

2113/1922. 

concerned 


RBFBRENCE 

to tne Unofficial Members of Legislative Council# 


Hon* 

Mr. 

W. Lowther Kemp 

5. 

Hon.Mr.W.P.W.Ker 

« 

Mr. 

V# Gibbons 

6. 

ft 

Mr.J.Mitcnell 

n 

Mr. 

Lee Choon Guan 

7. 

N 

Mr.D.A.M.Brown 

it 

Mr. 

C* Bveritt 

8. 

H 

Mr. J.W.Campbell 


Subject 

Removal of tne Economic hardens to anotner site* 
Honourable Members are requested to record tneir views / 

below or oh a separate Memorandum* 


Honourable Unofficial Members are requested to 
express an opinion on the question whether or not tno Economic Gardens 
shall be removed to anotner site and continued in foil e-e t ivity 
remain wnere tney are and gradually disappear as Raffles College develo 


peS * i n the accompanying papers attention is particularly 

invited to minute dated 3rd. September, 1922, by Acting Colonial 
Secretary in thie paper(2U3/l922).. to the recorde ot Unofficial 
Meetings in 3477/18 and 6147/19 and to the marked references on pages 
B 150, 154 and 160 of the Proceedings of tne Legislative Council for 


he year 1918.^- 


sc 


The question does not seem to bo quite/simple as 
puld appear from the first paragraph above. To my mind (no major 
onsideration is that tne work wnica Mr.Burkill insists upon as 


necessary tarougnout tneee papers snould be car ried on some weere in tno 
Peninsula. I tnink it snould be centralized in connection witn tne 
Agricultural Department of E.M.S.but if tnie cannot be arranged then 
i see no alternative but the establishment of an S.S. Garden 
elsewhere. Iwould strongly urge however that tne various scientific 
officers concerned snould be pressed to formulate a senemo to wnicn 
tney can all agree by wnicn tnis work will bo carried out properly^ 
as a joint Dept, based on Kuala Lumpur. Tne Colony snould of course 
contribute a portion of tne 0 *st and I don* t tnink important work 






















1 


* 


should be retrenched too severely. Tne Botanic Gardens in Singapore 



* 


/ 


Ind.W.L.K, 12/9/22 


I tnlnk the Economic Gardens should bo carried on preferably in 
connection with the Agricultural Dept* F*M,S. as suggested by 


Mr* Kemp* If that can be arranged tne Colony snould pay a fair 


prox>ortion of tne cost. In no circumstances snould tnis useful work 
be discontinued, and if a joint senema witn the F*M*S* cannot be 
arranged tnen a separate Economic Garden for tne Colony snould be 
establisned Wnerever suitable land is available* 


I ml* V.G* 13/9/22 


I quite agree witn tne views expressed by Mr* Baddoley in his 
minute of tne 3*9.22 in tnis paper* I fully support tn$t tne Singapore 
Economic Garden be gradually abolisned as the Raffles College develops 
and the Colony snould offer to contribute a fair proportion of the 
expenses incurred in the running of tne Agricultureal Department in 
tne F.M.S* as a joint department. 

Tne Singapore Botanic Garden would tnen be merely ornamental, and 
its Directorship snould be abolisned, and its control be placed under ]Ct 
the Director of tne Singapore Museum* 

We nave nad too many Directors acre and tnere tnrougnout Malaya, 
and I strongly urge, in order to effect economy and efficiency, tne 


aim of Government snould be vigorously directed to tneir consolidating 


departments or amalgamating 44 tnara with tnose of tne F.M.S* wnerever 
possible. 


Ind,1*C,G* 18 * 9,22 


I agree witn tj|ft Lee Cnoon Guan* s views. 
I agree witn Lee Choon Guan* s views. 


Ind. W.K.20.9,22 


Ind. C.E. 19,9.22 


I agree with Mr.Lee Cnoon Guan’s views 


Ind. D*A.M,B,26.9 * 22 


I agree witn Mr.Lee Cnoon Guan* s views 


Ind. J. M* 26.9.22 












September,1922, 


RBSKRHHGB 


to tne Unofficial Members of lagi slative Council 


4 , M Mr, C. Sveritt 


1, Hon.Mr. W.Lowtner Kemp 

2, * Mr, V,Gibbons 

3, * Mr, Lee Choon Guan 


5, Hon.Mr, W.P.W.Ker 

6, n Mr* J.Mitenell 

7, « Mr, D.A.M, Brown 

8, " Mr, J.W, Campbell 


Subject 

ftemov/al of the Economic Gardens to anotner site. 


Honourable Members are requested to record tneir views below 
or on asepafcate memorandum. 

Honourable Unofficial Members arc requested to express an 
opinion on tne question wnetner or not tne Economic Gardens snail be 
removed to another site and continued in full activity or remain wnere 

tney are and gradually disappear as Raffles College develops. 


In tne Accompanying paper© attention is particularly invited 


to minute dated 3rd September,1922, by Acting Colonial Secretary in 
this paper (2II3/I922), to tne records of Unofficial Meetings in 8477/18 
and 6147/19 and to the marked references on pages B 150,154 and 160 of 

;s of tne Legislative Council for the year 1918, 



been considering the question of scientific work on 


Agriculture in Malaya a good deal in tne past few montns and propose 
dealing witn tne question iti council at an early date. My views are 
tnat all scientific work snould be concentrated under one Department 


viz, the Department of Agriculture F,M,S, But to make any work of tnis 
nature effective it must be clearly defined and must carefully 


supervised. 


Tne policy of experimental work snould be gone into and 


definite senemes for investigation laid Sown , 


Until something of tnis nature i3 done. Govt, snould not commit 
itself to any new expenditure or to Hew any change of Site, 


Sd, J.W. Campbell 


2 . 10.22 



















305/22 


22c>t. Auguet / '% 2 


jut rrs’^r .it>Tr v O' 0 7 “T"!) T' T rx^C 
n-/’ ~tj—x T, r' , T'' virr T’S T Ciroofl 



I hav^ th<» honour to address you in 


continuation of the 
been suggested rill 


ct>.rv# j v»n v ( l or or* in f :i le 
refer*no- to ihtit file 


2113/22* It ha* 
that lend should 


be 


found in Singapore for the rev- rcar.o/ri g garden in preference 
to land at TaOek Glugcr in Province Wellesley; and kr* J. 
lornie hsiB done me tl?e kirdnest of suggesting thrrr are as that 
I might examine* the arr*> being {2} the Kallang Poresl reserve 

(2) the old Yao Ohu Kang forest reserve awl (3) the old 

# * 

Trafalgar 


?, The object of mi&geatirg land in Singa¬ 

pore ialand a® nreferable to lend in Province Tellealr»y i - I 

— «*H #A— f 

ti^erat^nd # ease of ad mi riot ration* This advantage is admitted; 
with it is view an enquiry was made by me in the year 19IB for 
locally available land but none that is really suitable was 
put before me. Then it was that I turned to the other Settle- 

ments* 


3. A second advantage in favour of Singapor 

is advertisement, It will oe far more effective to have a road 
frontage in Singapore than in Province Wellesley for the pur- 
pose of bringing results to the attention of the public* 

4* These two advantages (a) admini strati on 

and (b) advertisement may be considered as together eounlling 






the climatic advantage that Province Wellesley has. You 
will observe that it takes the two to equal the one; tthtfMtfgMI 
therefore unless you can giv© iae road frontage in Singapore 

% 

wy choice still lies in Province V7elleeley. 

i 

b. I have examined the three areas auggested tc 

me* The Eallang Forest area is unsuitable as the high l~nd 
has poor soi3 a and in the lew land the water table is too 

near the surface. Further there is no road to it and no 

* 

possibility of planting without clearing, 3ut the soil of 
the upland of the former Yeo Chu Kang Forest reserve, and the 
old Trafalgar rotate is excellent for xy purpose, end permits 
of a road frontage bo that a good economic garden could be 
established* I have marked $enatively upon the accompanying 
plans area© of about 10 0 acres which 1 would gladly use, If 
I ouii toPKln tJ-wtif ui without delay. The land is occupied by 
settler© a© yearly tenants; but the planting of trees might 
be cofenced by arrangement through their vegetable plots. 

6. Early decision is desirable: without the 

possibility of complete possession of land in Singapore in 

•*»* 

next yearwith planting through as suggested complete 
possession cannot be earlier)!t w#r* better to revert to the 
Province Wellesley proposals, 

7, 1 suggest that a small Committee of 
myself, some one from th* Colonial Secretary’s Offioe, 
preferably Mr. Lornie, the Collector of Land Kevenue and if 
you like a member of the Gardens* Committee might make MMKKKQ 

matters move more quickly than a file pasties backwards and 

* 

forwards as tha fila to which I hav« r«f*rrcd by travailing 

1 

has made but little headway in five months. 


The Honourable the 

Colonial Secretary 
Singapore 


1 have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Director of Gardens 
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A ' ^ 


T. 0. S* 906/22 




C # 


1 understand from Mr. Burkill*» minute of 12.5.3* 


that the main object is growing of fruit tree©. 

2 s The Department of Agriculture has various 

plantations (2 will not go into their history) of fruit trees 


where native and inserted varieties have been grown and 

nurseries spasmodically maintained for distribution 


of seedlings. 

3 # Owing to the lack of a clearly defined policy 


laying down objects to be aimed at f little good has I think 
been accoiqplished and no tiling as far as I am aware been done 


to improve the local fruit3. 


4 # As the present Economic Gardens in Singapore 

have to go I agree that a better place for them as regards 
climate and soil would be further north; and assuming that Mr. 
Burkill is satisfied as regards the soil and lay of the land 


at T&sek Glugor it seems to me suitable. It i© in a populous 
part of the Peninsula, Province Wellesley, where theydmany 
Malay cultivators; it is near a Railway Station on the main 
line to Siam and ha© frontage on to a high roa£. 


the one difficulty I see is supervision. I do 
not know Mr. Mohamad Haniff* s qualifications, but it is 
absolutely certain that a man is required who can be relied 
on when left alone to be industrious and systematic and above 


all to exercise the greatest care and accuracy in the earliest 


details and particularly in the keeping of records. Just carry- 


Of>£J 


ing on is not g#&4 .rough. On inspections by the »irector of 


Gardema or his Assistant Curator, the man In charge can be 


* 

told what to do; but ha must be a man who will do it faithfully 
and accurately whan they are no longer on th* spot. It may MifM 
appear Shat I over-ins is tent on this; but I have seen years of 
failures and waste of money because of neglect to lay down the 
object aimed at, non-ccntinuity of policy, and inaccuracy in 




in work and the record of it. To shew the need of skill care 
and accuracy in detail I would draw attention to the follow¬ 
ing passages in Brown 1 © modern Propagation of Fruit Trees (see 
Mr. Burkill's minute of 12.5.22) 

page 5$ Budding Operations 

* 74 Selecting Buds 

* 147 Office Routine 

6. If Mr. 4irkill , s scheme includes continous supervisi*- 

• s // . 

of this high order I support it. I thikk there is great and 
valuable work to oe done in improving the varieties of the 
local fruits and so far nothing as far as I know has been 
accomplished in the "Peninsula. The Malay grows fruit (or 
allows it to grow: he gives it little attention); with 
d exacts t rati on© of better cultural methods and distribution of 
better stock he will get a better retuwn and he my gradually 
be educated up t© a point where we sahll bee more and better 
Malayan fruits on the market and retain in this country 
capital which now goes out of it to buy fruit in China.. 

7. But 1 strongly urge as a preliminary to opening new 
Economic Gardens be clearly laid down in a special paper, be 
notified in the G&sette, be* kept on record in the Gardens and 
appear as a heading to every annual report on them . 

That object should be pursued unswervingly. 


3d. A.S.Haynes 
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Sir 


X have the honour to add mss y cu 





the uf&ruens 1 aituff, these ten acres will be no more than 

' "it 1 * » 

enough for the nouuin>:; anu therefore the whole of the 
Wiih ^oi onti i’io work of the *j- oor»c: 1. c Gord en noed 2 to be 
transferred. elsewhither* It to understood that there has 
been no intention of thr interferring with this work beyond 
what is necessarily the result of transferring it: and His 
Excellency the Governor in convers-tton with m© suggested 
that I should have er Economic Garden outside Kunicior ; 1 

4 

limits* X h«ve vo** my *ugr:*ption to 

X should never have suggested^had it 
no# be*** for this dieturbrnc^a removal cf the ^coroado 
Garden from the immediate neighbourhood of the centre of 
ny work: but as the disturbance ha* to be faced, and a* 
so much must be built again de novo the question of clim¬ 
ate and ooi 1 come in and aa they aeem.to me to outweight 1 
any question of proximity, I suggest that the work be 
carried on in the best climate for fruiting and seeding 
that is available, which means towards the north of the 
PeninsuJa ratner at the south, and on the best available 


1 













r>oi 1, 


3 . 


To find a site I have explored all the 


Settlements. The only available unoccupied land in Singapore 


is poor, and Singapore has rot a good fruiting and seeding 


oil mete: the only aval 3 able unoccupied l*nd in Malacca seemed 


to me very uneui table: Penary offer© nc goc^ land: but there 

■ . * 

is a site that 1 have selected in Province ^ell^nlry near 


Freh Station vfhich seemo suitably and to establish on it an 


‘Pconordc plantation is rry proposal. 


The l~r\d belongs to the Government: It ic a deforested part 


of the Tasek Glugor Forest Reserve which the Conservator of 


Fora«t* does not wish to retain. It i« near Jtreh Bail^ay 


Station and fronts the high wad from thence to P/atfnng Somi 


in Kao ah. It is therefore o f easy n coees, while also by its 


front* g* ;ood f or nr- verti sirg our i ntroductionS, 


4, I am not in need of extra labour to 

d eve Ion it, but would require the amount uprnt on the 
Economic Garden in Singapore tc be transferred as & vote for 
labour for the T&eek Giugor plantation, and bo also the per- 


J 


tion spent from the vets for stores, tools etc. 


5 * 


Aa to supervision, one of my planter iBBOT 


assistant* should be allowed to push through the pr ell rain- 

i 

ariea. Quarters for him c*n he hed at e r*ntrl upon the 


adjoining Mnle.koff t'stnfce: none need he built as his connec¬ 


tion would be temporary- the permanent staff might be under 
Mr. Mohamed Haniff, the Field ^SHletset at present in Penang 


assisted by the foreman gardener, PMllsrauthu, at present in U 


the ITcson >mi c Garden, Singapore, Aodul ivadir, the other fora- 


man Gardener in the Economic Garden, Uing&pore would be put 


under the Penang Gardena staff, vice Mr. Mohamed haniff, but 


without charge in title. You will observe that I have the 


staff. 


6 , 


Buildings will be wanted at Tasek 


Glugor ae quarters for Mr, mohamed Haniff, Mr, ^uliamtthu f.nd 









lines for 50 coolies, Thair erection is a legitimate change 
against th^ enormous gain to Government over the land values 
between the land I *sk for, and the lsnd that 1 l being taken 



from me. 

V. I would like to comiLence the removal at the 

earliest possible date, ao sc ciany oi plants are outpower- 
ing the possibility of remoVEl, and I have already lost a 
greet deal of "way" by the loss of the T'conomic Garden. 

8. The Tasek Glugor Plantation would be 
inspected by me on iy vioitato inject the Waterfall Gardens, 
Penang, and if desired the Assistant Curator in Penang would 
advise on necessity. 

9. Plans ant estimates for buildings should be 
made locally, 

10. There is no intention of doing any landscape 
gardening at T&sek Glugor, 


1 hove the honour to be, 
* Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

j.- ■ •e-'jjc/ / ^ 

Director of Gardens 

The Honourable the 

Colonial Secretary 
Singapore 
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